Zimbabwe Elections

Castro Ngobese, Khayelihle Nkwanyana, 31 March 2008
The Young Communist League of South Africa [YCLSA] had sent its
delegation to Zimbabwe as observers in the recently held elections. The
purpose of the mission was to make our own observation independent
of various observer missions.

The delegation was led by the Deputy National Secretary, Cde. Khayelihle Nkwanyana,
and comprised of 12 members of the YCLSA drawn from district, provincial and
National Committees. The delegation was based in the three main regions of Zimbabwe,
which are Bulawayo, Harare and the Midlands.

Intimidation of the delegation

It should be noted that the delegation observed constatnt surveillance from the Central
Intelligence Officers, which led to three members of the delegation returning to South
Africa before they were due. In the same vein, one members of then delegation who was
based in Bulawayo was interogated by the CIO. This shows the level of intimidation that
is still prevalent in Zimbabwe.

We are however pleased that the Zimbabwe government allowed our delegation to enter
and leave the country without any major intereference of the mission.

We engaged various formations and structures that are active in Zimbabwe. Amongst
those were our interactions with civil society organizations, the attendance of political
rallies of the contesting parties. We engaged with the Youth structures such as the
NYDT, student formation ZINASU and individual candidates contesting in
constituencies for Parliament and Local government from all the political parties.

Absent conditions for Free and Fair Elections

Our observation as the YCL is that conditions towards elections were not conducive to
be regarded as "free and fair elections" because of the following factors:

1. The State controlled media (the Zimbabwe Broadcasting Corporation and the
paper — Herald) were openly campaigning for the incumbent President, vilifying
the contesting opponents and giving more TV airtime and paper spaces to the
ZANU-PF.

2. No voter education done given that these elections were harmonized for the first
time with Presidential, Senate, Parliament and Local government level.

3. Voters roll was not given to the opposition, this underpinned the court challenge
against the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission and dead people in the voters roll.

4. Delimitation of constituencies in favour of the ruling party.

S. Polling station where there was no people residing in the area.

6. The Army generals who threaten Zimbabweans that they will not support any
Head of State except Mugabe.

7. Zimbabwe Electoral Commission is ran by senior leaders of the Zanu PF.

The current electoral results which are displayed outside the various polling stations
shows that the MDC has won this current electoral process in all the four categories.
The remaining result for the Presidential contest is reported to be in favour of Morgan
Tswangirai. There is fear of rigging the Presidential leg, thus the delay of the
announcement of the results.



As the YCL we are calling for the ZANU PF and the current President of Zimbabwe to
accept the will of the people. He must accept the outcomes without any attempt of

rigging.

Intervention by SADC, African Union and United Nations on the post Elections'
process

We are calling, once more, the SADC and AU to immediately deploy the peace keeping
mission in Zimbabwe to avoid any instability that might be generated by the electoral
outcomes. There is fear for the Kenyan situation if Mugabe force his way back. And
there is fear about the Army and police staging a coup if the opposition takes the
Presidency.

In this regard, we call for the immediate deployment of SADC and United Nations Peace
Keeping forces so as to avert any attempt towards sinking Zimbabwe further into
violence.

This should serve as a post elections process undertaken by all the parties involved in
the elections and all the countries in the region.
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