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NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

The Journal of African Elections is a refereed journal. Papers submitted should be
original contributions and should not be under consideration by any other
publication. If any version of the paper has been submitted to another publication
or has been or will be published elsewhere, authors should indicate this clearly
when they submit the paper.

Manuscripts (between 10 000 and 15 000 words including notes and references)
should be double-spaced and submitted in MSWord format.

Diagrams or maps (in black-and-white only) should be provided on a separate
disk in uncompressed TIF or J-Peg format in individual files. Tints should be
avoided; use open patterns instead. If maps and diagrams cannot be prepared
electronically they should be presented on good quality white paper and submitted
with the printout.

Details of the author’s title, institutional affiliation, full address and current
telephone and fax numbers and e-mail address should accompany the submission,
as should any acknowledgements.

The paper should be preceded by an abstract of not more than 200 words describing
the main arguments and conclusions.

All diagrams, charts and graphs should be referred to as figures and consecutively
numbered. Tables should be kept to a minimum and contain only essential data.
Each figure and table must be given an Arabic numeral and a heading and be
referred to in the text.

The author is responsible for ensuring that where copyrighted material is included
within a paper the permission of the copyright holder has been obtained.
Confirmation of this should be supplied when the paper is submitted.

Each author is entitled to five free copies of the issue in which his or her article
appears. Copyright in articles published in the Journal of African Elections rests with
the publisher.

All contributions are edited by a copy editor, who corrects grammatical and spelling
errors and ensures that the journal’s style is followed. All major editorial changes
are submitted to authors as are any queries about text that requires clarification
and about incomplete or missing references. Authors are expected to make
themselves available to respond to any queries within a week of receiving them. To



JOURNAL OF AFRICAN ELECTIONS194

that end, once a submission has been accepted the author must supply up-to-date
contact details to avoid delays in the production of the journal.

STYLE
Authors are responsible for ensuring that their manuscripts conform to the journal
style. The Editors will not undertake to retype manuscripts.

Notes
Notes should be kept to a minimum and be numbered consecutively through the
article using MSWord footnote style.

Citations
The Harvard method (Author date, p no) should be used for all citations and a
detailed bibliography should be provided.
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Single authored: Surname, followed by initial. Date of publication. Title in Italics.
City: Publisher.
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Multiple authors: Surname, followed by initial for the first author; initial
followed by surname for any following authors. Et al should not be used for
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Edited collections
Editor(s) name(s) as above. Publication date. Title in Italics. City: Publisher

Gilommee, H. and C Simkins (eds). 1999. The Awkward Embrace: One Party-
Dominance and Democracy. Cape Town: Tafelberg.

Chapters in edited collections
Author’s name as above. Date. ‘Chapter Title in Single Quotation Marks’. In editor(s)
name(s). Title in Italics. City: Publisher.

Spence, J. 2004. ‘South Africa’s Foreign Policy: Vision and Reality’. In E. Sidiropoulos
(ed). South Africa’s Foreign Policy 1994-2004: Apartheid Past, Renaissance Future.
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Journal articles
Author(s) name(s) as above. Date of publication. ‘Title in Single Quotation Marks’.
Journal Title in Italics Volume number(issue number), month or season (if applicable).

Lodge, T.2004. ‘The ANC and the Development of Party Politics in Modern South
Africa’. Journal of Modern African Studies 42 (2).

Quotation marks
Single in text throughout. Double within single.

Indented quotations
Paragraph indentation 2.5 cm each side. No quotation marks except within the
text.

Dates
Date Month Year (no punctuation)

2 August 2004; August 2004; 2 August.

Numbers
No commas in thousands; breaks are indicated by a space: 250 000.
Commas to be used in decimals: 2,5.
Percentages: per cent (two words) spelt out in text except in tables and in brackets
where % is used with no space: 25%.

Capitals
To be used sparingly. Use for titles followed by a specific name (President Mbeki)
and for unique institutions (the Constitutional Court). Cabinet and Constitution
(as in the South African Constitution) are always capitalised, as are Bill and Act.


